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Emma Xu, Sally Huang 4

A trip to Australia

while staying with them. During her stay with the host !

family, she found something interesting. She found that ]
Australians sleep and get up very early. Also, the
shopping malls there close early at around 7pm every day.
Besides, she talked with her host family in English for 3
hours each day. She had never thought that she could use
English to communicate with foreigners as long as this.

Last month, we
interviewed Sarah Shi
from 5A. She took part
 in a trip to Australia
during Easter and shared
a lot of her experiences
and feelings with us.

She was interested e —— After traveling to Australia, she has strong motivation
in taking part in this trip because she had never been to to learn English. Thus, she would like to recommend this
Australia before and it was attractive that there would be kind of event to her schoolmates because educational trips
an English course. provide an opportunity for total immersion in the natural

English-speaking environment and social setting. Students
are able to learn real-world lessons. Study tours stimulate
learning beyond what textbooks and videos can provide to
the learning environment. Therefore, she thinks that if we
have a chance, we should join more study tours.

In this three-day trip, she visited many beautiful
places, including Phillip Island, Yarra River Tour and
Queen Victoria Building. The most memorable place for
her is Great Ocean Road and she enjoyed the beautiful
scenery very much.

Hope all of you can enjoy your own trip, broaden your

She also thought this trip was educational because horizon and gain new experience!

there was an English course in an international language
school. A local Australian teacher taught them the
traditional Australia accent and how to speak like an
Australian. Moreover, she has learned a lot of differences
in culture between Australia and Hong Kong.

This trip was helpful for her to learn more about
Australia and polish her English. In this trip, she lived
with a host family who was very nice. She felt so relaxed
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Fun Ways to Learn English

Do you have difficulties in learning English? I'm sure
that the majority of students in our school will have doubt in
their English abilities. Some of them may even be afraid of
learning English. Therefore, I'm here to offer you a picce of
advice.

Actually, exploring English can be interesting if you
discover your own methods to learn. There are various ways
for you to try, say, reading. Trying to read in English may be
quite hard at first so it's better for you to choose books which
are simple, easy to read and that you are interested in, because
this can be your motivation to continue reading when you want
to give up. You can find many new words and sentence
patterns while reading, it benefits your reading and writing
skills. If you find any words which you haven't seen before,
don't check the dictionary immediately, you can attempt to
guess the meaning by reading the next line or through the plot.
Then, you can check the real definition and write it down in a
book. Use that book to record all the new vocabulary items
you have learnt. Taking this as a hobby can increase your

4A Jessie Yan

knowledge and expand your vocabulary bank at the same time.

Lazy people like me who don't really enjoy reading can
try other ways such as watching movies. There are different
types of films and TV dramas you can search on internet. Also,
it's free and available to download, so you can watch it offline.
I recommend you to find those which offer Chinese subtitles,
but don't look at it if you understand the lines. Only look at the
subtitles when you have real understanding. You can gain new
knowledge and kill time by watching movies. Moreover, you
can learn some slangs and useful words from the lines, it
improves your speaking in a casual way.

Simply reading and watching movies can't help you
learn, the most significant thing you have to do is to apply the
new knowledge in your work and daily life. I believed that
most people would like to read and watch films rather than
reciting vocabulary from boring textbooks.

Hope my suggestions can aid you in learning English
more easily. Let's act instead of doubt!

Tips to learn English

To some students, English is one of the hardest
languages to learn. English is a fun language to learn but when
you first learn English, it seems like a massive challenge.
However, when you find the right way to learn it, you will feel
the joy of learning English. Therefore, we are delighted to give
you some tips to help you learn English.

First, surround yourself with English. Put yourself in an
English speaking environment where you can learn actively.
You can learn Chinese easily because you use it all the time in
your daily life. Therefore, if you want to learn better English,
you may start with creating an English language environment.
English is everywhere. It's in online videos, news channels,
radio programs... So just keep your ears and eyes open to get
more contact with English.

Besides listening and reading, speaking is more difficult
for us as we are too shy to speak English. Speak as often and
as much as possible! This is the best way to learn English! You
can take an English course, or learn English in an English-
speaking country. If you really can't find someone to practice
with you. The mirror is your good audience. It will never

Y
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laugh at your mistakes. Speaking to it in English can help boost
your confidence in speaking English. Remember that even
those who learn English well may make grammatical mistakes.
So, don't be afraid to make mistakes. Practice more and you
will eventually reach the level you want.

After talking about ways to improve your listening and
speaking skills, vocabulary will probably be your next
problem. The best way to learn new words is reading.
Reading different types of articles will quickly teach you new
words you may not be unfamiliar with. Remember to use the
words immediately after you learn them. You may use them in
your writing or when you send messages to friends. Another
tip to learn vocabulary is to learn root words. Most words in
English are built from a common root and they are formed by
the same rules. Once you learn a root, you will have a great
base for learning the whole family.

Last but not least, there is no shortcut to learn a
language. The more you practise, make mistakes, and speak,
the faster you'll get fluent in English. So why not start today?
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Proposing a Community Service for a Social Service Club

Dear Ms. Lee,

I am writing on behalf of the Social Service Club in our
school to recommend a new community project that our school
can carry out to foster closer links with the community. After
careful deliberation with our club members, we have voted on
paying a special visit to an elderly home in our district.

As the Mid-Autumn Festival is approaching, we would
like to recruit 20 students to visit the elderly home to warm their
hearts and make them feel loved on this special occasion. In this
activity, students will make mooncakes, create arts and crafts like
lanterns and clean the elderly home for the elderly. For
mooncake making, we will need to prepare some flour, egg
yolks, macadamia nuts and lotus. For lantern making, we will
need to prepare some paper, scissors and glue. For cleaning up
elderly home, we will need 10 mops and 10 brooms.

Let us introduce the run-down of different activities to
you. In the mooncake- making activity, we will divide the
elderly into nine groups and each student will be the group leader
of the group. Students will teach them how to make mooncakes
in groups and take a group photo to commemorate this special
event afterwards.

In the lantern-making session, we will hold a competition.
The elderly will be divided into nine groups again, each student
will be the group leader of the group and teach the elderly how to
make a lantern. Then, the warden of the elderly home will
choose the best looking lantern. The group that has been chosen
will receive a prize including healthy snacks, Chinese tea and a
card of appreciation which is written by our students.

Last but not least, during the cleaning process, students will
be divided into 5 groups. Each group will be given 1 mop and I
broom and two dish cloths to clean the house and mop the floor.

5A SAE-SOW SOPHIA

We recommend organising this activity because this event
offers numerous benefits for both the elderly and students. To begin
with, mooncake making can create festive mood and allow
participants to express their artistic talent by decorating the
mooncake with different colours and patterns. Besides, making
mooncakes is very safe and it is highly unlikely that the elderly will
be injured. On top of that, participants will be able to enjoy the food
afterwards.

Second, lantern making can improve the elderly's dexterity
and hand-eye coordination. When the elderly are making the
lanterns, they have to stick and glue the paper together. The process
requires total attention and good hand-eye coordination to make the
lantern sturdy and beautiful. To conclude, this activity can train their
muscles and dexterity.

Finally, students can also learn to reach out to people in need
and learn empathy, patience and interpersonal skills through
interacting with the elderly. Hong Kong's development depends on
the hard work and contribution of the elderly when they were young.
This is also the reason why we can study and live in a comfortable
environment. Therefore, as Hong Kong teenagers, we should show
our love and give back to society through cleaning up the elderly
home and spending quality time with them to make them feel loved.

We strongly believe this activity will tremendously benefit
both the elderly and our students. We sincerely hope that the school
will accept our proposal. We would like to thank you for your time
and consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Chris Wong

Chairperson

Social Service Club

A restaurant with wonderful view

If you are looking for a restaurant with a wonderful
view, I will recommend you the Maze Grill.

Maze Grill is owned by a famous British chef Gordon
Ramsey. He has opened a few restaurants in Hong Kong, but
this one which is located at level 4, Ocean Terminal, Harbour
City, is the one with the best view. It opens from 12:00 to
23:00. You can either walk in or make reservations in advance.

The best time to enjoy your food there is 6:00 p.m.
That's the perfect time to enjoy your dinner with the beautiful
sunset over Lamma channel. It's also a perfect spot for
afterwork drinks. The best design about this restaurant is you
can see their chefs at work in the kitchen through a narrow
clongated window.

About the food, there are many different kinds you can
choose, but no matter what you choose, you absolutely can't

1A Jarvis Tong

miss the signature dish of Maze Grill and Gordon Ramsey Beef
wellington. It's $888 but enough for two or three people. It's
meringue rolls with parma ham mushroom, velvet and fried beef
sirloin, the perfect mix and match of crisp meringue and the soft
tender beef. It's very juicy. About others, you can choose
traditional Ploughman's, British Butcher and my personal favourite
sticky toffee pudding. You can know that the toffee pudding is
sticky from its name, but after you've taken a mouthful, you will
find out it's actually very creamy. There are drinks such as lime
soda, coffee or tea available for an additional $22. You might
think the food is expensive here but after you enjoy them, you'll
find that they are well worth your money.

The service is very thoughtful and considerate, it's almost
flawless. You will definitely come back after your first try for
their unforgettable delicious food and fabulous view.

ALV 07555
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